Throughout the poorer countries of the world, millions of children live out their young lives in substandard institutions or in the streets. In times of war or political and economic upheaval, added numbers of children become homeless. At the same time, thousands of couples in the more advantaged countries of the West have demonstrated their eagerness to offer permanent homes to many of these children through adoption, and have been doing so for more than four decades.
The laws regulating adoption are varied among the "sending" countries and numerous obstacles stand in the way of foreigners who wish to adopt. Aspects of the U.S.
Immigration laws pose additional obstacles in the path of adoption of foreign-born children by American citizens.
Declarations by the United Nations in recent years and current progress toward the completion of "Convention on Intercountry Adoption" by the Hague Conference on private international law offer some hope for facilitatingthe process of international adoption so that at least some of the children.may be able to find permanent homes: At the same time, modifications of U.S. Immigration laws will also be needed. 26 It also has to do with the fact that once news of the situation in Romania got out, thousands of people came forward who were eager to adopt some of the children they rehd about and saw on telmAsion. Thousands of children were adopted, some from these institutions and some directly from birthparents who were unable to care for them. 27 It is true that international adoption was mishandled in Romania and that some abuses occurred. But the real scandal was that, when would-be adopters came for- There is a need for rules designed to ensure that adoptees receive loving, nurturing adoptive homes, a,ut are protected against any of e p oit aon.
Those who voice these concerns again ignore the realities of children's current situations. International adopdon represents an extraordinarily positive option for the homeless children of the world, compared to all other realistic options. Most of these children will not be adopted otherwise. They 
